
This Newsletter begins by 
highlighting the 2016 
Manzanita Village gardens 
followed by a review of 
upcoming Prescott holiday 
events.

THE MANZANITA     
GARDENS 
                                                               
The Manzanita gardens provide 
fruit, vegetables, and herbs for 
villagers, such as watermelons, 
tomatoes, green beans, 
cucumbers, egg plant, chives, 
and basil.  While it is beneficial 
to have fresh fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs, a few people have 
questioned the cost and use of 
water and other garden inputs. 

To get some idea of garden 
inputs and outcomes, a mini 

assessment was conducted 
during August and September 
with a focus on tomatoes, given 
the importance of this popular 
fruit/vegetable. (Outcome data 
for many of the other garden 
fruits, vegetables, and herbs 
will be included in the year-end 
garden report).  Regarding this 
mini study, large tomatoes were 
weighed (totaling 30 pounds) 
during the last week of 
September.  There were four 
weeks in August and five weeks 
in September.  If each week’s
yield were approximately 30 
pounds, 270 pounds of 
tomatoes would have been 
provided to villagers.  Food 
products (such as those in the 
Village) produced without 
chemicals (“organic”) are 
generally expensive.  If the 
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Village’s tomatoes were sold to 
villagers at $3.00 a pound, for 
example, revenues generated 
would approximate $810.00.  

What were the costs for the 
gardens in 2016? An assessment 
of the Village’s city water bills 
indicates that garden usage 
from March - August was 
approximately $109.00. As we 
know, labor was “free” due to 
the high involvement (hundreds 
of hours) 0f villagers caring for 
the gardens.  Costs for seeds 
and other inputs were also 
minimal.   In the editor’s view, 

the gardens benefited the 
village community in many 
significant ways, continuing to 
benefit from the long-term 
investments already made to 
the gardens (cisterns, hoop 
house, and irrigation).
Do you have an idea for 
further strengthening and 
beautifying the gardens?  
Please share them  with the 
Garden Team or the 
Newsletter Editor.

HOLIDAY EVENTS IN PRESCOTT 

November and December are exciting times in Prescott.  You may 
wish to attend the Annual Christmas Parade, followed by the 
Courthouse Lighting.  The Christmas Parade will be held on 
Saturday, December 3, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. near the Courthouse 
Plaza.  After the Parade at 6:00 p.m.,  the Courthouse Lighting will 
occur and continue for six weeks, ending in mid January.

Following the parade and courthouse lighting, the J. S. Acker 
Musical Showcase, known as “Acker Night,” will take place on 
December 9, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the downtown area.
Also, the Prescott Resort and Conference Center will continue its 
annual display of the “World’s Largest Gingerbread Village” in the 
Prescott Resort lobby during the month of December.

If you have any energy left, you may want to visit the Sharlot Hall 
Museum sponsored by “Frontier Christmas.” Located close to the 
Courthouse Plaza, this event will take place on December 3 from 
6:00 - 8:30 p.m. following the Courthouse Lighting.  

UPCOMING JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

The January newsletter will focus on you, the villagers.  In the meantime, enjoy the holiday 
season.


