
 

Prescott, AZ — August 2018

The Manzanita Villager

A nice day, a good turnout, but 
almost no propane. While the grill 
for vegan burgers and veggies was 
cooking away, the larger grill for the 
“all-meat” cooking was in a stall.

Canister after canister was dutiful-
ly attached, but to no avail. No gas.

So, the vegan grill had company. 
Side by side, there was coexistence.

And a good time was had by all.

A Happy Fourth...with a nice BBQ

Go Green Fun Fact:  
A water faucet that 
leaks one drop of water 

per second can add up to 165 gal-
lons per month! That’s more than the 
average person uses in 2 weeks.

In a brief moment of drama, we 
learned that the mail carrier couldn’t 
unlock one of the two boxes in Phase 
Two. Mail would have to be picked 
up at the post office until whenever.

When we installed the box, the 
only master key(s) were delivered to 
the post office. We had no spare.

Then a Villager announced that 
he’d found a set of keys that possibly 

To key or not to key...
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Contact coordinators listed 
and watch for emails with more 
information.

•	 11th — Ping Pong Tournament

Other ideas from the EXPERI-
ENCING COHOUSING commit-
tee still looking for a sponsor.

•	 Cooking classes

•	 Tai Chi or QuiGong on the 
green

•	 YouTube Motown night

•	 Group streaking through the 
community at the next full 
moon (a truly scary thought!)

August Upcoming:

belonged to the post office. 
Then there was concern over ille-

gal possession of USPS property and 
relevant federal law. 

Meanwhile mail deliver suddenly 
resumed.

For futures? The post office told 
one Villager that when keys are lost 
or locks are broken, they simply drill 
the lock and start over. Drama for 
nothing.

And capping off the evening, The Star 
Spangled Banner, sung by Cathy N. 
Very nice.



Our Battle against Erosion
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culvert, and then splashes downhill 
in a channel to the creek. 

Of course, dams have been 
placed this channel to slow the flow. 

A smaller drain begins near the 
start of the Downtown Trail.

The future? We have to keep an 
eye on our manmade channels to 
make sure they don’t get too deep or 
send silt into the creek. 

Also, we have to control 
the flow from Bradshaw 
onto our property above 
the Benjamin parking lots 
as continued development 
above us does the same 
thing to us as our own de-
velopment did to the ravine.

New houses focus flow 
onto Benjamin, where it can 
quickly overrun curbs and 
start a downhill channel to 
our parking areas. 

You might say that the issue first 
arose for us when the Village turned 
its first shovel of dirt.

Our efforts to build our houses 
and place our infrastructure pre-
vented water from soaking into the 
ground or flowing downhill over the 
broad range of where the rain fell. 

We managed this flow in Phase 
One with drains below Stachon’s 
house and another from the 
Plaza area. These two drains 
focused the flow of storm-
water captured on Jacob, 
Benjamin, and Bradshaw, 
causing two deep channels 
as it sped to the creek at the 
bottom of the ravine.

Fast-moving water is a 
problem: the new channels 
got deeper, and silt was 
washed into Granite Creek...
and ultimately to Watson 
Lake, where it’s a major 
source of pollution.

Our response: to 
slow the flow with 
“dams” made of stones 
and branches—not 
blocking and stor-
ing the water as in a 
conventional dam, but 
forcing it to move more 
slowly downhill. 

It works. Continued 
erosion in those two 
channels is much better 
managed, with less silt. 

On the Phase Two 
side, two more drains 
manage ravine flow. 
The largest is to the 
upside of the Shah’s 
new house, where 
water coming downhill 
from Benjamin passes 
under Jacob through a 

The problem is especially trouble-
some above the Common House, 
where Earl Kepler has built a control 
structure to keep the water in check.

Additional erosion control is 
needed (and coming up soon in a 
Plenary) on the whole area above the 
common house to taper the ground 
surface to elimi-
nate the “drop 
off” created 
when we cut into 
the hillside to 
build the parking 
area, and cover 
the area with 
plants and other 
soil covering.

After that we 
can alternate be-
tween hoping it 
rains (10 months 
of the year) and 
hoping it doesn’t 
rain too much 
(the other two).

Earl K built a clever system to manage heavy water flows coming from Bradshaw above the Common 
House and to keep mud out of the parking lot. Originally, water first flowed down a swale (trench drain) 
from an inlet in the Bradshaw curb where it enters a grate [A] that separates out brush. It then enters a 
valve that sends it either to the “Big Boy” through a white pipe or to a drain pipe to the parking lot if the 
cistern is full. Earl added a 25-foot long rock dam [B] below the grate, creating a long horizontal trench 
that can retain a quantity of overflow water. Once over this dam, it enters a second holding area [C] before 
it overflows the block wall and enters the Common House parking lot. Because of Earl’s construction, 
water is significantly slowed and retained up before overflowing the wall.  Built since last summer’s “100 
year storm,” it’s now getting its big test. Each storm it stands up to, the more permanent it becomes. So far, 

so good with this year’s rains.
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Dams like this one 
slow the water’s flow.

The culvert, seen 
at the top, brings 
water under Jacob 
and empties it into a 
channel through the 
ravine. Rip rap slows 
the flow.


